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lit' cut these words OB the shield el Tlionulu : 

"The people ask the joys of Kight ; 
The wrong that long the church has wrought, 

Shall aid no more the reign of night." 

He saw the Lie in halls of State; 

"The powers that he" take Freedom 's all; 
II 11 saw Shylock exact his rate, 

And drive the widow to the wall. 

He mark't the thinkers how they built. 

The engines of the country's might, 
And yet their blood was freely spilt, 

If they did claim a freeman's right. 

The divine mandate everywhere 

Was trotted out to still unrest; 
The shackled thinker did not dare, 

To voice the thought his mind express M. 

"Arise! Ye slaves' and drive the curse 
From out your homes to endless death; 

Arise! Let not its greed make worse 
The woes that Love eneounteret li ! " 

"Away with shackles from the child; 

The fetters link the nation's name 
To all the horrors that compiled, 

The chapter of your daughter's theme." 

"Arise! And sound the roar of war 

And sweep these terrors from the hills; 

The reign of tyrants shall no more, 
Enslave the wish that Mercy wills." 

A baud of men scathed by the fire 
Of ills that sapp'd the nation's life, 

Mark't well the cause that did inspire 
The brawny chief to talk of strife. 



' .4 



The chieftain closet! their tuarshal'd ranks, 
As to the foe they nearer drew; 

A Held of carnage wrap't their Hanks, 
But fearless ui arched the dauntless few. 

Tlir\ *aw the boot, the bloody rack. 

The hones of thousands o* I lie plain: 
Old history turned her pages back, 

To show the church's work ■gain. 



They noticed Bruno's charred skull, 
The biasing stakes upon the green, 
he loathsome prisons teeming full 
Of men whose aim the Truth had been. 



They heard the cry of tortur'd hosts, 
^ The dying voice thai asked relief, 
But echo rauy the tyrant's boaata, 
And added venom to their grief. 

^ l4e feudal lord with vassal train, 

With cruel zeal did carve his way. 
Though living ttesh, through heart ami brain. 
"♦* To bring a county 'neath his sway. 

The martyr, with liis face aglow. 

Did point toward the dawning day 
And spake of "Freedom," but the foe, 
* Devour "d bint as he stood at bay. 

The chattel slave at the auction block. 

With anxious cms survey 'd the throng, 
As his new master did unlock, 

The links of love he'd known so long. 

The boms of Brown smote by the wind, 

Did groan a warning in the air; 
"Be careful as ye free your kind. 

Lest Death o'ertaketh those who dare." 
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The noble Foote, in prison bound, 

Did break the pip of iron chains, 
And sprang toward the battleground 

Where blond was drawn from Freedom's veins. 

An ancient Wolf, with dripping tongue, 

And pamper 'd by the modern Church and State. 

About the tomb of .Justice hung, 

And snarl'd I he breath of blasting hate. 



'1 he Star of Freedom shone alar 

To light and guide the nation's tread, 

But alas! The forces of the Czar 
The pathways tilled with the dead. 

The chieftain viewed the hosts ahead, 
Their gaping maws of deadly night, 

But matchless valor did not dread, 
To cast th gauntlet for the Right 

'•The foe is there and out beyond 
The promised land of Freedom lies, 

Where Mercy. Justiee, will respond, 
To keep the flag across I lie skies. 

"No weaklier now but worthy deeds 
Will win the grouting world relief, 



So follow where my helmet leads, 

If e'en to death," so spake the chief. 

••Hall!" came a voice from out the night, 
•'The seated powers will not share 

With slaves the .joys beyond the height, 
(io hack! The bravest perish \1 time." 

In silence, like avenging ghosts. 

The trained warriors swiftly swept 
Against the loeinan's steeled hosts; 

Where death from duty never Slept. 

The dying soldier as he fell, 

Did shout the gallant remnant on. 
And though abreast the brink of hell. 

Tin- proepeet frighten 'd not a one. 

What Deed to war whin Mankind's good. 

liy Freedom's cause was doubly arm'd? 
The warrior's zeal, the pools of blood. 

Drove Evil from the Held alarm'd. 

The heights were gained, the chieftain stood 
In the blazing light of the risen star; 

The race had gain'd the greatest good, 
And lived the tune of Love's guitar. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 



Pen Points for Earnest Thinkers 



for the 



Current Topics and Freethought Happenings 
Benefit of Blade Readers. 

(Bj Josephine Iv Henry.) 

Churchyard as a Playground. 



li is generally eoneeded that Trinity Churefa of New York City 

is one of the wealthiest, mosl grasping and grinding corpora 
tioni on earth. The grounds around us various churches have 
for two centuries been fenced in. The iron gates were always 
locked except during services. Some influence has been brought 
to bear, and the cloistered silence has been broken. The iron 

gatee have been thrown wide open ami the old burying grounds 

converted into plavgioiimls L.r I he poor children of I he congested 
district! of the cily. The gloom and silence of these grounds are 
BOW dispelled by the jncrry laughter, and the echo of children's 
voices raised in play, as they romp about these old moss grown 
churches, (iood tor old Trinity. Tble i> the best thing ever 
recorded of her. For two cent lines old Trinity has been busy 

extorting azeeeaive rente from the pooreel . lasses ol people and 

evicting Miauls, ami professing to lead the mythical souls of 
humanity to a mythical Qod, and busier (till gathering in the 
dollars by the begging process, lighting legal bailies and dodging 
tax. s. The religion tanghl al Trinity is out ol' dale, and intelli- 
gence is making wry faces al her ami she miisi do something 
so she has opened her lands vvorlh millions as playgrounds for 
Children. The next best and sales! thing for Trimly to do is 
to put itself on the lux list pay all its back taxes, give its old 
mouldy churches a genuine spring cleaning inside and out, con- 



vert the buildings into manual and technical schools, leclure halls, 
ami places of amusement. Trinity should dismiss Us army of 
clerical parasites, use some of ils va-I income in building a free 

crematory, am! remove all its graveyards by the method of 

cremation, ami convert valuable lands I" I he use of the living. 
One of the crying needs of our lime is the establishment of 

tree oreraatoriee in every eommunity. Cetneteriee are breeders 

of despair, disease, and death, and if Trinity will build a free 
cYcmalory il will scl a tine example and do some practical good 

in the world. 

What is a Presbyterian? 



William Jennings Bryan ask* in I despairing voice. •'What is 

a Democrat f" Now to this query may be added: What is a 

Preabyterianf The Union Theological Seminary in its 2'> years 
war has turned out from ils prcaehcr Factory as many kinds 
of Presbyterians as there are kinds of bullous. On July 8th the 

r. T. Seminary graduated the Rev. Oeorge A. Filch. In bis 
examination Bov, Fitch denied the virgin birth of Christ, the 

historical identity of Adam and Eve, the raising of Lazarus from 
lln dead, ami the resurrection of the body of I he sav ior. After 

these positive denials the New York Presbytery by ■ vote „f 

7 to K) immediately ordained llu- Rev. Fitch and sent him to 

convert the "Heathen Chinese." Rev. Dr. Qregory violently 

opposed Rev. filch 's ordination and said "It is a case of I he 
Bible against men. One or ll thw had lo be thrown out and 

the Presbytery of New York threw out the bible as I he Infallible 

guide I., faith and practice. Willi Presbyterians, Paul is a 
greater authority than Jesus Christ. Whal will the New York 
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Presbytery <lo with Paul'? Piiul says plainly in 1st Corinthian*, 
15, 14, 16,' 17, 18, 19: 

"And if Christ bo not risen, then is our preaching vain, ami 
your t'aiih is also vain." 

"For it' the dead rise not, then is Christ Dot railed." 

'•And if Chri«( lie not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. ' ' 

"Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 

perished. 

"If in this life only, we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most mi>ei able. " 

My tl rdination of the Kev. Kiteh the Presbyterians have 

joined the college profeeeoti in "Blasting at the Book of Ages." 

Harold Polce should look after then as they have placed a 
heavy charge under "The Confession of Faith." If St. Paul 

has beard of the action of the New York Presbytery he must 

be as da/.ed as he was on that memorable trip to Damascus. 
Ah wcll-a-dny! Lit them have their -ay. It is evident that 
orthodoxy is in an advanced stage of creeping paralysis, and 
'ike old Sge there is no cure for it im.l r the sun. moon, or stars. 

Alone With Jesus. 

A woman returning from a church convention recently locked 
henelf in the lavatory of a Pullman sleeper and was singing at 
the top of her voice: "There's nobody here bill Jesus and DM." 
To protect the rights of the other passengers, the conductor 
called into her. and said: "Jesus don't laki' up much room, 
what is needed is for you to get out of that room as soon as 
possible." The signs of the limes show that .lesns is considered 
a myth by even ordinary people in all the walks of life. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson's "Trip to Rome." 

A careful re-reading of Dr. Wilson's -Trip to Bonus," pro 

found ly impresses me with the fact that it is I he best work of 

travel ever written by an American. It leases the beaten path 

of the literature of travel. Dr. Wilson lias a style all his own. 

"A 'liip to Borne," is an ariistic blend of optimism ami pessi- 
mism, of matching criticism of tin' superstitions, shams, foibles 

ami lollies of the pasl ami present, and thai exalted human 
feeling "which makes the whole world kin." In bis observe 
lions of the old world the author of "A 'flip to Koine" al one 
lime strikes chords of harmony with I he touch of a master baud 

that holds the pen. then of a sweet singing poet, and again of 
the enthusiastic antiquary and folk-lorist. then m with the roar 
of a cataract he smashes into Fragments religious legends intoler- 
ance, and ignorance with the sturdy ioonoclasni and polished 
diction of a Saladin, and an Ingersoll. 
Dr. Wilson puts the old picture of European navel in a new 

Frame and in a new tight. This book will be of immense value 
to those who have been to Fnrope, or those who intend to go, 
to those who are still in the shell of ultra conservat ism, and to 
those who have come into the refreshing atmosphere id' free- 
t bought." A Trip to Bome" "ill make you laugh loudly ami 
smile grimly; will make you serious, anil al the same line pro- 
foundly sad; will make yon smell the odor of spring violcls. ami 
l li<> stench of the slums, but best of all it will always make you 

think. 

Fnelhinkers in Kuropc and America have cause to be proud 
of the literary work of Dr. .1. P. Wilson. In the future his writ 

Lpgs will have an honored place in the literary Pantheon, "A 

Trip lo Bome" should be in all our public libraries. 1 i ii> 

hope thai this valuable work of navel, and Dr. Wilson 'a forth- 
coming book of poems will require many editions of them to 

supply I he demand. 



A God of Love. 

Walt .Mason draws a graphic pen picture of the preacher in 
these lines. 

"He sings old hymns to rag-time tunes, 
Ami talk- of im n 's immortal souls. 
As oar I'm •.■nicer prates of prunes, 
lb' talks of crowns and harps of gold, 

As thongfa he had them in his trunk; 
He cords us up within its fold 

With other piles of human junk." 

Popes plebian. plutocrat and pauper are all off the same piece 
of -roods. Scratch the clerical veneer, and wo have "mere man" 
in the great seething mystery we sail life. Vet amid the storm 
of team and blood thai ever rages in this world of mystery and 
misery, the priest cries out amid the storm that a "Cod of love, 
made all that is. and pronounced it very good," and for this 
the priest demands tribute, with threat of eternal punishment 
if refused. When the world grows wise enough to refuse to 
■Uppotl I he priest or any of his schemes we can dispense w ith a 
man-made god and his business agents, the clergy. 

Buckeye Secular Union. 

C reelings ami -reelings to the members of "The Pnckeye 
Secular Union." .May its coming convention at Columbus, 6., 
September 12, prove to be an epocli-inaking event, and inspire 
other slates I ganiae in the interest of mental freedom. Con- 
sidering what the newspapers ami magazines are doing for the 
eau>e of freet bought, as many should attend tin- Columbus meet- 
ing as attend our national political conventions, and but for 
mental cowardice this would be the case. It would be t|iiito 

appn priate for Harold Botes to marshal his freet bougfal college 

pivsidcnis ami professors and come in all the majesty of their 
intellectual liberty to Columbus on September 12th. The world 
is just waking 'up and fading out "where it is at" and the 
ajtjrk of the Buckeye Secular Union has helped it on to this 
discovery. Pet us hope that f reel hinkers from other sections will 
attend lllis meeting and be inspired to more aggressive work. 
The woods are full of freethinkers if they only dared to BOOM 
into the open. Success to the Puckeye Secular Union. 

A Modern Miracle. 

It seems that the days of miracles have not passed. The press 
announces that last Sunday, July IS. at the church of Jean 
Paptiste on 76th street. Be* Fork, a woman named Mary Brown 
Who bad been totally blind for 12 years, had her tight com- 
pletely restored by kissing a silver bowl that held the wrist 
bones of St. Anne. The woman cried out : "1 see yon St. Anne, 
0 good St. Anne. I see you." The worship, rs in the church 
claim I hat a great miracle was performed but the blind woman 
whose sight was restored disap|>eared ami the police have been 
unable to |pjd her. St. Anna whose wrist bones cured this 
woman of blindness was l In' mother of the Virgin Marv. As 
"Holy Mary" was the "Mother of Cod" St. Anne is Cod's 
mot her-in la w . Pet us hope that Cod thinks more of his uiother- 
ili-law than some men do id' theirs. Surely St. Anne bv her 
wrist bones is a miracle worker doing all she can to perpetuate 
the religion founded by her sou-in-law . Good for St. Anne. 

Suppose the faithful atari her wriat bones ,,n a tour of the 

Country opening the eyes of the blind. St. Anne's wrist bones 
could get in B0BJM attentive work in the blind asylums. If St. 
Anne's wrist bonea will do this, she will put the- skeptics and 
doubting college presidents and professors out of business. 
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The Morality of Christianity 



Influence of Superstition Upon Conduct 
Decidedly Unwholesome-Morality 
Grows With Intelligence. 



(By A. A. Snow.) 
During all of «>ur lives WC have heard 

From Christian pulpiti about Christianity 
being the fountain head of all morality. 
We are frequently told thai were it no( 
for Christianity thii would nol be a decent 
world to live in; and thai are would have 
imp ■eeurity for life, liberty and property. 
Bat we have also always aotleed that 
should anyone expresa doubta on sash a 
inpposition it would not be at all pleaaaal 
for him. should be ash lor the privilege 
of giving his reasons for an advene opin- 
ion and present some tacts to the people 
showing the other way it would raise a 
tempest indeed. And it would Hot be a 

tempos! of argument or reason either; it 
would not he inspired by intelligence or 
molality, lint it would be a tempest that 
would have no respect lor morality, fair- 
ness, justice or even truth. It would be a 
tempest that would seek to trample all the 
beautiful features id' morality into the 
dust: A tempest whose father is chaos; 
Whose mother is hate; and whose guardian 

angel is the block u-ss of night. 
Intelligence is the Creator of Morality and 
the Supppression of Thought is Its 
Orthodox Devil. 

The history of Christianity is (he history 
of the suppression <d' thought. Christian- 
ity is not the fountain head of morality 
but a dam to hold hack the How; and be- 
cause the (low overtops the dam the dam- 
tnaker asks for the credit of the stream. 

The bible is not a friend to free speech 

ami is thus an enemy to both intelligence 

and morality. Christianity eondemni a 

inun to eternal damnation for his belief, 

ami tl Id testament puis him to death 

for giving his opinion t.. his fellow man. 
Paul would condemn to eternal flames 
those that would preach contrary to his 
views. So this intolerance is not an Inci- 
dental feature id' some churches; not simply 
a prodigal step of some that have wan- 
dered away from the straight path; but it 
is characteristic, or fnndam-ntal to the 
bible itself. Those few churches that are 
liberal or tolerant are such is have wan- 
dered away from the narrow track Into 
infidelity, It is true that Jesus now and 
then is made to speak words that indicate 
a beacon toward liberty, but then again 
he is mode to voice sentiments darker than 
the dungeon; and also to swear allegiance 
to the (dd bible which puts man's intellect 
in eternal chains. 

There were ancestors of man who were 



not moral beings. Morality sprang up 
along with intelligence; even the dog has 
some moral trails according to his Intelli- 
gence. Itul man was a moral being ages 
before ('hristianity existed. Through the 

use id' speech man grew in intelligence and 
became moral in proportion to his ability 
to think and converse. 

Ethics, like science is subject to correc- 
tion and Improvement by experience and 

applied intelligence. Some things we 

thought were right in pasl lime we have 
come to find out are WTOIIg, while others 

that were condemned as wrong we now 

know were right. Christianity claims its 
code and precepts are handed down direct 
from God who is perfect, and that they, 
therefore, cannot be improved u|>on. 
Therefore to move I he Christian in a for- 
ward way, either in science or ethics, is 
like moving a dead weight. In fact he is 
almost constantly pulling back. As an ex- 
ample of this we might cite (he ease of 
the Pope of Kome. lie comes i.ut in oppo- 
sition to women having a voice in (be af- 
fairs of government and as usual be bases 

that opposition on the teachings of the 

bible. And many other examples might 
he given. What little advancement is made 
by Christianity is through lb" influence of 
infidelity within its own ranks, or through 
deception as to the real teaching of the 

bible. 

That there was morality before Chris- 
tianity is known by every reader of ancient 
history, and all such readers that give 

Christianity the monopoly in ii preach 

what they know U) be a lie ami are them- 
selves malicious and immoral deceivers. 
Some who are more cautious only tell us 
that the belief in a god inspires the be- 
liever to a duty of obedience to that god, 

and thus to morality. Of i roe there is a 

debit II well as a credit column to take 
into consideration in this matter; and 
farther, M far as the effect is concerned, it 
would make no) a particle of difference 
whether that god really existed or not; and 
the preacher need not be concerned 
whether he is making an appeal based on 
truth or falsehood. N'uw can it be a 
healthy morality that is based 00 false 
hood / Bat again this last speaker conies 
in conflict with his own bible for it teaches 
that the gods of the heathen are all idols 
and are all powerless and Valueless to man. 
What then inspired the morality of these 

heathen, for they are moral, i e or less.' 

It is sometimis claimed that the infinite 
threats on the one hand, and promises OB 
the other, of the godl are great incentives 
to morality. Hut Christianity can make no 
boast over the heathen system in this re- 



spect ; and in this respect too, it might be 
absolutely false and have the same effect 
as if true. Besides an act to he moral 
must be performed for principle and not 
through fear or the expectation of pay. 
Ho who takes up his armor for pay is 
outside the moral arena; notwithstanding 
the fact that in the line of evolution the 
moral has grown out of the non-moral; and 
the unselfish is the outgrowth of the selfish. 
Besides, to orthodoxy and the bible, man's 
eternal destiny does not turn on his moral 
or immoral acts, but whether or not he has 
been converted or baptized ; if the moral has 
anything to do with it it is only secondary 
in its significance. Orthodoxy being true, 
belief is far ahead of deeds. The desperate 
criminal has as good a chance of escaping 
hell as the moral man. As to whether a 
man goes to heaven or hell is a < [iiest ion of 
chance; since every one that grows up is 
exposed to the penalty of hell lire at least 
a part of his life, and that unavoidably. 
As to whether he finally gets to heaven or 
bell depends on whether he chances to get 
converted or not before death. All are 
bound to be unconverted, and tire brands 
for hell a part of their life. ! detest any 
idea of morality built 00 the principle of 
"seven up." What must the moral effect 
be to tell the criminal that be. at any time 

before death, can mil I the consequences 

of his misdeeds on BOOM innocent person 
and he himself go free? 

If a man is forced onto this earth, hav- 
ing no voice in the matter; Forced to be 

exposed to the penally of endless woe. as 
it is claimed all are during an indefinite 
period of lime; forced to die and that at 
any moment of time not known to him; 
and then if he yets into an endless hell 
either because he died before he made his 
escape, or because he failed to make the 
escape before he died: I say if he deserves 

such fate for such ciilpablt ss, what fate 

docs the one deserve that forced him to 
take such hazardous chances .' 

The penally for sin as given by ortho- 
doxy or the bible cannot be counted a pen- 
alty at all, but a tragedy, and an awful 
one too. And while it would be |xdicy for 
one to make effort to escape such a fate 

should he In nvinccil that it exists, there 

would be no merit whatever in such an at- 
tempt : no more than in the attempt of an 

unfortunate man to petition a governor or 

jury to escape the gallows. Morality will 
not run in such tracks as is built for it by 
Christianity. Thai railroad is laid out 
side of its realm. There may be demerit in 

an attempt to shift off ones r esponsibility 

and avoid his just deserts. Hut there is 
neither merit nor demerit in accepting or 
rejecting the salvation offered by the bible. 
It would be simply a matter of investment. 

Lineville, Iowa. 
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Further Criticism on Dr. Hausman 



Land and Singie Tax Reviewed by Another 
Disciple of Late Henry George. 

(My Dr. J. c. Barms.) 
I Nt in sumo previous numbers of the 
Blade, under the heading ol "Man's Origin 
and Destiny," aril ieisms of I Vera! chap- 
ters of Henry (iem^e's "real work, "Prog- 
ress and Poverty, " by Dr. A. Hausman, 
which it seems to me to laek Ineidity. and 

without offering ■ remedy for easting in- 
equalities of conditions in society. It 

s ems t4> be a defense of present conditions 
and an animus against the "Single Tax.** 

which is in reality an sboliti f all taxes. 

and the term "Single Tax"' is used for 

want of a better term to wisely express 

the modus operandi of collect in- the - 

nomic rent or annual value of land— a 
value given land !>y all the people and 
therefore should belong to all the people. 

It is said in the Declaration .if Independ- 
ence that all men have an •'equal right to 
life, liberty ami the pursuit of happiness. "* 

which implies an equal right to somewhere 

to live. Since all have an equal right to 
land, all have an equal right to the ehoiee 
sites or portions of land. And the only 
possible way t.. equalise the land to all is 
fur those oeeupying ehoiee sites to pay to 

all others, (lie difference between the least 
desirable sites and the more desirable 
sites, This difference in value of laud il 
termed by political economist*, • • Economic 
Rent." Rental value doSS nol exist except 
in a eommunit] of people, and the rental 
value is proportioned to population in the 
sans country or among the same class of 

people, Or In other words, the value of land 

depends on I lie social growtb of a com- 
munity. 

The anarchist the Dr. writes id' soaring 
to this country who has never contributed 
to the value of lanld, under a so-called 
■ingle tax, have to pay rent to all the peo- 
ple — even though he lived in a hotel, he 
would add to the value id' the laud the 
hotel stood on and his board bill would go 
partly to economic rent or annual value of 
the laud. 

The single tax is not a political inven- 
tion for governments] purposes, but a dis- 
covery as all truth is, of how to equalize 
the earth to all, and give all equal oppor- 
tunities to live, hand is the source of all 
wealth, and id' all opportunity to live. No 
one needs more laud than he can UBS, and 
would not own more ami hold it out of 
use, if he had to pay as much economic 
rent on it as he or some one else paid on 
an adjoining improved lot of the same 



value. So the poor laborer could, if not 
employed by capital, er ct a house ami 
have a home. The single tax would vir- 
tually set laud free, and all who desired a 
home could have one, tree of tax exeept 
ih ground tax. which he now pays anyhow 
to a landlord, and the tax he would pay 
would be to himself, for it would be ex- 
pended on streets, parks, sewerage, lights, 

lire departmental schools, etc.. Land be- 
ing Ire , mi man would work for less watres 
than he could pay himself on free land. 

The Dr. uses the Words capital and money 
carelessly it seems to me. He writes of 
laud as capital when il is simply the Source 
of eapilal and nth r wealth. Capital is 
laid up wealth In assist labor in producing 
other wealth. To show that capital and 
laud arc very different, if we tax capital 
or wealth, the tax ihifted onto the con- 
sumer and products an higher priced, 

whereas if you tax land values, von make 
laud ebeaper. Land is neither capital HOT 
wealth; for all wealth is the products of 
labor on land. He writes of money being 
tin' standard of value, when there can be 
no standard of value. Value Is an emotion, 
and can no more be a standard or measure 
than love, beauty, sublimity er any other 
emotion. 

Tn equalize the land to all would equal- 
ize the wealth to the producers of wealth, 
to whoa alone il should belong. Capital 
alone never made a man very wealthy. 
Capitalists often fail in business -the land- 
lord never. All the very rich men own 
very valuable land. The laud of a country 
i> Of the same value as all wealth on the 
land, and to take the annual value of laud 
as a tax, would reduce the so called wealth 
of the rich one half. The value of land 
would not be reduced, but the value would 

;r instead of to a few •is now. Every 

man. woman and child adds IBM In the ag- 
irregate value of land exclusive of im- 
provements. Do they gat it .' Dr. Haus- 
man knows they do not. ami he knows the 
produear should have an equivalent to what 
he produces. Ami since all. or practicallv 
all alike produce all the value of land, a'l 
sl M have it. And there is ther way 

under the sun by which each can gal his 

Share of the value of land except by the 
Single tax on land values; not land, but 
land values. Much land would have n,, 
value to tax. The farmer on poor laud 
"•mole from populous centers would pay 
no tax. for his improvements and products 

1 exempt, and so much good land made 

free, his land Would fall below the mar-in 
of rent or cultivation. It would be better 
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for nearly all farmers, for exempting his 
improvements, his stock, his grain and 
farm ■S BP j n ery, and what he consumes, 
lowering the price oil all he buys, for he is 

the greatest < tumer of any class, he 

would be greatly benefit tod by the single 

tax. It would financially injure only the 
landlord living off the rents of laiid he 
sbargSS others for occupying, and the man 
who like Marshal Field who had the ad- 
vantage of his competitors as a merchant, 
by Owning the site. :t;{-4 acres of land un- 
der his store, worth A8.IMMI.0IMI per acre, 
while some of his competitors paid out as 
rent .') per cent on the value of the land 
their stores stand on. Tin- economic rent 
of the laud on which field 'l store stands 
is .*1..-><MUMMI pw annum. The land is 
worth .f4 per acre lor every man. woman 
and child in Chicago. Take the population 
of any thriving town or city ami multiply 
it by 4 and the product of the multiplicn- 
lion will be (he value in dollars of the 
center acres in the town or sity— showing 
that the population made the value of the 
land and the owner added no more to its 
value than any other person. Field .lied 
worth $100,000,000, but half ..f his reputed 
wealth was in land values. He never could 
hnve beew worth ■ofS than one fourth 
that had the single tax been in operation 
and the remainder would have gave to 
other people and a more equitable distribu- 
tion of wealth would have existed. 

But I could write in defense of the singl • 

to* « gh to till your paper. Inn | close, 

iMtftag your readers will read Henry 

Gearge'i works and learn all about the 
great moral subject) the single tax 

Areola. III. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL BIBLE CLASS 
UNION OF AMERICA. 

Text-Book- "Bible Myths and Their Paral- 
lels in Other Religions' *-(By Doane.) 

Lessons for the month of September, 1000; 

Sept. :». The resurrection ami ascension 
of Christ .Jesus; from page 210 
to page 226, the 2Sth line. 

Sept. 19, The resurrection and ascension 
of Christ .lesus; from page ft* 

88th line to page 233. 

Sept. 111. The second BOSaJag of Christ 

•lesus. the atilleaium; page 239 

to 244. 

Sept. , _ , ti. Christ .lesus as judge of the 
dead ; 244 to 247. 

PROF. A. J. CLAUSEN, 

National Organizer. 

Bt. Anagar, Iowa. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



TXDIVIIU AI.S AMI DMTIKT — ACOIDKUT AM) OlRCVMSTANCK 
— JIV.MA.MTV— ClU.MI S. SlMIMI NTS AM) CRIMINALS. 

(By Dr. A. Eauaman. I 

Investigation of the origin of social principles, the so- 
called tocial virtues and morals, showed us that they all 
spring from the same natural instincts, modified under 
various conditions, entirely independent of religion and 
therefore the same under all races and nations. Among all 
classes and professions we find individuals with more or 
less sympathy, we meet with priests who devote their energy 
to helping their parishioners in the troubles of life and 
deserve respect for their actions from all. On the natural 
ground of humanity people of all nationalities and creeds 
meet, human nature can not he suppressed by any laws or 
teachings. But such men with noble dispositions rise seldom 
to high positions in the church, for such are needed selfish 
without sympathy, who guard the material interest 
of the church, regardless of the welfare of the people: who 
can do a little mining and damning, — burning is fortu- 
nately played out. Unman instincts form the side moral 
impulse for a pried ai well as for any other person, all his 
own preaching and teaching can not alter a dot in his natural 
disposition, from which all action- spring. In the same 
country where I made the acquaintance of a priest whom 
I shall always remember with respect and pleasure, another 
priesl WM convicted of the murder of his wife and .laughter, 
for the sake of money. 

Tf we are the helpless product of nature, the question 
naturally arises, what can we do ourselves to shape our 
destiny, to what extent can a man the maker of bit own 

fate? The answer Is simple enough— only to the extent of 

hi- physical and mental power, no further. He can exert 
himself to hi- utmost capacity, do hi- duty, work honestly 
and diligently, hut the re-ult depends OH many accidental 
circumstance! over which he has no control. If several 
person! act alike on this principle, we must call them 
morally aqua), because nobody can do more than it is in 
hi- power, or. :i- the poet beautifully expresses it: 'No 
bird can fly over himself." Still the result of the ir efforts, 
their BUCOesa in lib', may be :i very different one. It i- 

therefore impossible to say how much of the sveeass in 

life a person owe- to his own efforts and how much to cir- 
cumstances. All we can do i< to do our best and abide 

the result fate. People who have been very successful in 

life are apt to overlook thi- very important factor, they 

attribute their g I fortune altogether to their own mental 

superiority and look down with pride upon their less form 
nate brethren. On the other hand there are many who 
have not complied with the first command of nature, who 

have not exerted their faculties to the utmost to solve 



their own social question and who accuse fate of their fail- 
ure, which is their own fault The false teachings of the 
church prevent these people to Bee life in the righl light 

and to fulfil their two-fold functions, as individuals and 
a- pari of the whole community. They are unable to dis- 
criminate between these social feature- which spring from 
universal, biological laws and are not within human power, 
and those which are the result of human errors and mis- 
takes, amenable to correction. Instead of perceiving the 
truth that some members of lociety live in better circum- 
stances, because they have not relied upon providence, but 
exclusively on their own industry and intelligence (or the 
ignorance of the masses, which amounts to the same) they 
accuse them of Inning unjustly appropriated more than 
their share of the earthly goods. Hut the most deplorable 

consequence of thi- misconception of life i- the total dis- 
regard for the future id' the offspring. If a person has 
succumbed to misfortune and has given up the battle against 
life, he has at least one advantage over the animal, he can 
cheat misery out of another victim, if he permits the curse 
to .lie with him and does not transmit it upon a new 
being. This is the gravest charge that today can be brought 
against religion, it destroys the feeling of responsibility 
againat the offspring. 

Hut, a- mentioned at another place among the causes of 

poverty, there arc incidents in human life which may re- 
duce a man to abject poverty without his fault and appeal 
to sympathy as the only remedy, which seldom fails in such 
cases to re-pond generously. It is the permanent misery 
in large cities, with it- accompanying disgusting attribute 
of squalor and brutality, that seems to blunt the feeling of 

the wealthier da— e-, who, always judging from their own 

success, seem to consider personal fault the < nly cause, 
Although thi- supposition i- undoubtedly true in many, if 
not in most oases, there are others in which the hard fate 

i- undeserved, who suffer under the general prejudice. The 
only way to alleviate and eradicate poverty i- to discrim- 
inate between the unlucky mid the unworthy i lenient-, to 
apply charity judiciously, assist some with money and ad- 
vice do a more elevated position and others with a rope. 
A- a result of the perverted idea that charity has any moral 

merit) it is only I social necessity), and i- .1 g I work 

that will be rewarded in heaven, we find that people are 
loath to lend I helping hand to any one who i- struggling 
against had luck, before he ha- completely succumbed and 
become g ragged pauper. To poverty after it has assumed 
an appalling form and lost all decency ami shame, alms 

How freely, from vanity and conceit. The glaring oontrasl 
between the supplicant and the giver causes the latter to 

indulge in Battering aparisoni and it appeals to his 

magnanimity. But deserving poverty, that does not lose 
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its self ■respect, which feels keenly the humiliation of being 
unable t>> cope with advene circnniBtanoea and struggles to 
the last moment, there la little hope for assistance in ■ for 
eign place, Many people will sooner oontribute ■ dollar 

for the decent burial of ■ | r fellow who starred to death, 

thnn to give him a cent while he is living. People are 
usually generous when the occasion affords an opportunity 
for the ostentatious display of their charity. 

How afraid people are to suffer any inconvenience in 
behalf of ■ human being, i> illustrated by the following in- 
cident: Once I was going by stage to ■ small mining town 

in Colorado and just before entering the ph the driver 

pointed to a building, remarking that it had Keen occupied 
by a couple who were lynched for killing a little girl by 
cruel treatment. When I asked him why the citizens did 
not interfere and take the girl away from them before they 

accomplished the crime, he replied it would have been 

against the law, and when I asked him since when lynching 
formed part of the statutes, be became silent and medita- 
tive, 1 can not vouch or the truth of his statement, but it 
seems quite plausible ami in conformance with the terror 
the people have of the law. Lynching is an unwritten law. 
universally acknowledged as a dictate of necessity, hut to 
tak" a child away from fiends in order to save its life, would 
have brought the who]., machinery of the law down upon 
the offenders. 

Although there is, jjjjbrding to the agnostic view-, no 
merit in giving alms and no reward in heaven, it would 
Ik; good policy for the rich to devote some if their super 

BUOUS wealth to the improvement of the classes which form 
a constant menace for society. Poverty engenders crime 
and brutality when combined with ignorance and becomes 
dangerous in pr portion as the numbers increase. The 
reign of terror during the French revolution ami the com- 
mune during the siege of Paris in the last war. show the 
tendencies of this class and what may he expected when it 
conies into power. So far we have hail hut a few out 
breaks of this element, lait the social laws are the same 
here as in Europe, matters are rapidly approaching the 
social condition of that country and the danger i- constantly 
increasing. Without entering into any details, I would 
recommend as the hot plan to relieve niiserv and remove 

its disgraceful consequences, to abolish all alms, to organ 
ize a municipal department for the correction of society 
and devote all money thai is now wasted in churches and 
worship to this purpose. Many of the members of the two 
worthless s vocations, law and divinity, could devote their 

energies to the useful < upatiou of assorting the flock 

and separating the white and the black sheep. And in 
the same measure as deserving persons are assisted and en- 

< raged, the severity against certain element- which will 

not listen to any other arg nt hut force, ought to hi' 

increased. 

There is a certain class of people who call themselves 

"Humanitarians," who look upon a criminal a- a deluded, 

erring hrother, denounce capital punishment and propose 
to reform all sinners by gentle persuasion and reasoning. 



These saints are a great obstacle to social reform : they en- 
courage crime and their motives spring often from an im- 
pure source, vanity and cowardice. They pretend to he 
-o noble and good, because they lack the courage to execute 
the severe measures which are often necessary for the wel- 
fare oi society. From such maudlin sentimentality arose 
the Indian-Right association, which is probably responsible 
for the cruel torture and death of many a peaceable settler. 
The Indian policy of the United Stat.-, the cowardly atti- 
tude of such a nation towards a handful of worthless sav- 
age-, is a disgrace of which any other nation would he 
ashamed and for which the pious hypocrites in the East 
Bre principally responsible, Under the pretense of sym- 
pathy, hut in reality from mercenary motive-, for the sake 
of stealing for which the agencies afford the opportunity, 
this pernicious policy is kept up and the ferocious hordes 
of worthless savages are permitted by the government to 
rob and kill it- own subjects. The lame excuse that the 
noble red man is abused by the ranch man and the had 
cowboys, is a stale lie. The western settlers are generally 

an energetic, industrious das-, superior in intellect; they 
can not help it when criminal- fr in the states seek refuge 
in the haunts of the wild West, or if the agents of Uncle 
Sam exasperate the noble red man by stealing his allow 
ancea or trying to make him work. And for this the peace- 
able -ettlers are expected t i suffer and submit cheerfully 
to scalping, because, as the humane idiots say. it i- the 
nature of the noble red man ami he ought not to he inter- 
fered with in his natural pursuit of happiness. 

Humanity against criminals is Inhumanity again-t their 

victims. 

(To be continued. ) 



Correctly estimating the value of an unscrupulous press 
agent aa an advertising medium, an investment of business 
gain, no mailer the method used to obtain it. preachers are 

u i averse to their employment for the purpose of attract- 
ing attention which they could not win by fair ami honest 

mean-. Rev. Mr. Gordon, pastor of Highland Park Pres- 
byterian Church, Chicago, III., now confesses that he made 

a pretense of rescuing a nine-year-old child ft i water 

only waist deep, hut secured a newspaper reporter who 

wrote it up a- a daring rescue at the risk of hi- life. One 
more fakir! That's all. 

* # * * 

We are Hearing the end of Dr. Eiausman's new hook so 
far as its publication ill the Blade column- i- concerned. 
Once more we would remind our friends that ItOStagB will 
be prepaid mi all advance subscription*. But a -hurt time 
remain- for you t<> take advantage of this offer. If you 
intend to subscribe, do so now. 

* * * * 

The manuscript of a strong article from Judge Parish 

B. I. add. criticising i lent socialism, is m.w in our 

office, We expect to publish this in the issue of August 
the 20th. 
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jeeta existing In the mind of the author, by writing this organisation to command respect and be of worth must 

booh and striving for its publication, was to stimulate stand on an up-to-date scientific foundation." 

thought and discuasion This be has done. The criticism* The Blade appreciates the interest thus manifested and 

he has wrought will hear witness. A hook with which the agrees with the suggestion in all that it implies, but as the 

multitude era agree, and does agree, can not contain ray strength, power and influence of the proposed orgraisation 

startling tratha. [n order to.fosfer this discussion we have can be found only in the number of individual units 

decided to publish with the 1 k. ai an addenda, the oriti- brought into cohesive power and force, the declaration of 
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occasion. This will make a work well worth reading by declared against orthodoxy and announced 1 new departure 

every thinking man and woman and increase its value as a from 1 iratitioua method.- and practices. Such elements 

contribution to the current advanced literature of the may not unite with the movement at its inception, hut once 

Mt j OIL properly and successfully set in operation, the doors are 

The 1 k will contain a picture and short biographical ope,, for their reception, and whether their admission be 

.-ketch of Dr. Bailsman; the dedication to Prof. Ernsl - 1 or late, it will offer them a haven, or refuge outside ol 

* 
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ind beyond the church which they have practically re- 
nounced. 

Realising that tome one must prepare the way, the Blade 
submitted the proposition through its columns, and solicited 
expressions from si] oonoerning it. From a perusal of the 
communications published in our columns, it will be ob- 
served that, so far, the expressions given are unanimously 
in favor of the organisation, not one opposing, other and 
similar letters appear in thi> issue. Believing that the meet 
ing of liberal minds, as suggested, was not only ■ possi- 
bility hut a probability also, we ha<l undertaken the prepa- 
ration of a declaration of principles for submission to the 
body, when in session, simply as a means of bringing the 

subject up for discussion and for such amendments or addi- 
tions as the majority should wisely determine. As showing 
how closely the thoughts in the mind of Brother Maple 
coincide with our own. we sul.mii that pan of the declara- 
tion of principles we had drafted, and while we do not 
entertain the thought that these may be final, they furnish 
an outline of what mav and can be done, provided the meet 
ing can be brought shout We submit the following: 

"We believe that it is an inherent right common to all 
humanity to alter, change and modify all forms of religious 
beliefs or disbeliefs as the light of knowledge and the force 
of human reason shall proclaim that such alteration, change 
and modification become necessary to the welfare and hap- 
piness of the race. 

"We believe that the inculcation and dissemination of 

high moral concepts are of greater worth to humanity than 
the professions of religious belief. 

"We helieve that morality i- dependent upon secular con- 
siderations and is in practice and effect the greatest possible 

good i 1 1 the greatest possible numbers irrespective of re- 
ligious Indicts or disbeliefs. 

"We helieve that the conservation and promulgation of 
truth should he the constant aim of humanity. 

"We helieve that all orthodox religious conceptions of the 
universe are erroneous and that the Monistic system of 
Philosophy as announced by Prof. Krnst Haeokel will satis- 
factorily account for all phen Mens and offers the U-st 
known system of Philosophy that could be applied to human 
life and endeavor. 

"We believe that Science, demonstrated and applied to 
human affairs, constitute- the real savior of mankind." 

A- previously stated, in the submission of the foregoing, 
it is nut intended that they should be final, but simply to 
suggest, to lay a foundation as it were, for others to fall 

into the discussion with such amendments, changes or addi- 
tions as may l»c deei I advisable. 

Beyond this, however. Iie> the plan, or method, of propa- 
ganda Also the plan of organisation. l!oth are equally 

important The organization must be something more than 
a men' figurehead. Otherwise it will be useless. Its propa- 
ganda must be made effective if il is to be influential. To 
merely organize and lay down " ill be a waste of effort To 
organize and work will be the means of success That work 

must he along definite line*. Sonic system or method must 



be formulated. Such details as these can only be decided 

by the meeting, if it is held. For the purpose of bringing 
the principles of the organization into prominence and pub- 
lic effect, there must be a system of lectures, debates, meet- 
mi:- and a distribution of literature. We would suggest an 
entirely new literature, for it must Ik- admitted that ton 
much of the literature now being disseminated by the Frcc- 
thought institutions of America center upon 
mere Mible doctrine. with too little upon the 
constructive (dements of our cause. Such a work 
will demand two things. Persons capable of creating 
the kind of literature necessary and the money needed to 
meet the cost of publication and distribution. Happily we 
have both. We have men and women fully capable of pre- 
paring the literature and we have within our rank and tile 
persons of means who would willingly contribute, once they 
were convinced that the organisation, or those at its head, 
meant business. With these agencies at work the propa- 
ganda should be made two-fold. 

First :|S iiu exponent of the constructive elements em- 
braced in the Monistic philosophy a- best adapted to sub 
serve the highest interests of humanity and the upbuilding 
of society by teaching the true relation- of man to the uni- 
verse and to others. 

Second, by processes of education to overcome the pre- 
sumptions of the church and its advocates, and to enable 
the mass of liberal thinkers to resist the same by a con- 
certed plan of action. 

The next issue is the plan of organization which neces- 
sarily goes to the manner of acquiring a membership, the 
election of such officers BS may l>c deemed advisable and 
necessary, the payment of membership dues, and the gen* 
oral management This is a matter of business detail 
which can be determined by the meeting itself. The prin- 
cipal things to be considered in this relation are, a set of 
capable and competent officers, a working Hoard of 
Directors ami an efficient corps of workers in the field. The 
directors should be given authority to pass upon and give 

approval to all who undertake to r e p r esent the organisation 

in fields of labor, maintaining a high standard of rei.n 
sen tat ion. 

Merely to approve of inch a plan Is not sufficient »' 

needs active cooperation to win. From all parts of the 
country we are receiving approving communications. Hut, as 

we have previously hinted, the movement demands a 

"Leader," a- everv movement must demand, and that 
Leader must be one in whom the mass of American Free 
thinkers repose implicit confidence, one who is capable, 
competent, and sufficiently experienced to carry the move- 
ment to the highest pinnacle of success. 

With such an organization at work can anyone doubt 
what the result will be | The harvest is ripe and ready for 
our gathering. Discontent, dissatisfaction, aye, even strife, 
mark the orthodox world. Old ties are being loosened. 
There is a rattling of the dry-bones. Men and women have 
been ami they are now thinking for themselves. It would 
be the acme of cowardice for us to sit supinel.v at case 
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while our liberties are being slowly frittered away when 
we bare within oar grasp the power to check all encroach- 
ments, 

Just m soon a- we em gel < »u r bearings in an intelligent 
■hape, the resull of this present effort will be <luly an- 
nounced and :i Mni-offieUl call issued, or the movement 
declared ;it an end for the present. 

The Blade would ;ii>]>c;il t" the heart, the intelligence, 
the patriotism of every Freetboughl man ami woman to 
rally round the banner of mental freedom, ami as the Blade 
has presented the motion, which ha- been gallantly seconded 
by the [ngersoll Memorial Beacon, now hi your decision 
be made. 

PREACHERS ARE NOT THINKERS. 

There ia an old German proverb which the average 
preacher would do well in remember. It runs: "Say m>t 
all thou knowest, but believe all thou -ayest." 

Thii suggestion whicb we tier to preachers, is trite. It 
would also he advisable for many of their followers and 
supporter* i" d<> likewise. Preachers are not apt to say all 
they know. They would lose out if they did. Nor woul* 4 
it he a safe l" i that preacbers, or their followers, actually 
believe all they say. Upon speculative subjects, such a 

theology, some doubt, however -mall, must exist in the nor- 
ma] mind. If mi doubts are entertained the mind moat bi 
almormal. The natural tendency ia i" inquire where posi- 
tive end direct information i- lacking. Mere inferences 
are altogether unsatisfactory. The mind that i- satisfied 
is sure to be neglected and this inevitably had- to mental 

^ajMiati n. Every inquiry i- the child of din tent. Had 

humanity been always satisfied to believe without Invebtitta- 
tion, there would have been no science, no progress, and 
Jehovab would -till he the lord of hosts. 

.Inst ;is it has ever been the greet aim of the world's 

wisest, greatest and bravest, to formulate some lystom of 
latural philos phy whereby a retrenchment of the evil- of 

if«- might obtain, so has it been the concern of interested 

persons, moved by selfishnesa and ogoism, to multiply and 
magnify those evils by preaching sentimentalism ami super- 
Itition, The latter trend is out of harmony with nature. 
{ .t leads humanity away from itself. It ■trikea at shadow 

md loses substance. I' leads the human family into a 

Berbonian bog from which complete extrication leemi wi ll 
ligfa impossible. Only by a system id' anti-naturalism is 
uperstition able to live Changes may come and go, hut 

be dread monster i- -till with us to torture and finally to 
ill. Nature mean- harmony. Superstition, -otuetime- 

jalled religion, i- a perpetual discord. Religion steels the 

cart, poisons the mind, warp- the judgment and -ours the 

imposition of those who have it. Extreme piety i- ehronie 
fcspair. 

Preacheri say many things they ought not in say ami 

ave nn-aid many thin-- tiny ought to -ay. Preachers 
nd people represent extreme-. What i- to the advantage 
,f the former is a loss, to the latter. Their interests are 



not common. Ppsing as friends of the people, the preach- 
ers are really the people's greatest enemies. The preacher's 
friendship for the people depends upon the amount, regu- 
larity and frequency of his pay. Friendship that must 
he bought is not worth having. A true analysis of the 
preachers' religion would resolve it to a cash hasis. If be 

lias a habit of thinking he dare not let his thoughts be- 
come known. For the same reason he gives utterance to 
much he does not believe and keeps silent upon many 

things be does believe. The ecclesiastical system discour- 
ages independent thinking, 

Deeply religions countries cannot progress beyond a 
point permitted by their mental masters. The physical 
-lave had freedom only to work for his owner and bis 
owner'- personal profit. The mental slave is .it liberty to 
pray and make joyful contribution of bis means, but he 
must not think. Nb true believer expects a reward for 

his servitude until after he is dead. The preacher demands 

hi- pay right off. I'nlike his (lock, he is unwilling to wait 
or to take any chances. He is a millstone about the neck 
of humanity, a deadly cramp that seizes upon the swimmer 
in the ocean of life. 

CHURCH AX I) STAT K. 



When, many year- ago, the Freethinkers id' America 
adopted as one of their principal aims, a complete separa- 
tion of church ami stat<-. they were regarded as a sort of 
erratic extremists bent upon undermining the social fabric 
to merely gratify a personal whim, minus any laudable 
motive and unworthy of the slightest consideration. Hut 
the Freethinkers have never ceased in their efforts. In 

season and out of season, by tongue ami pen, they faced the 
opposition with heart- forward ami their backbone straight 
They felt themselves growing with the importance of their 

work ami their labors have home a splendid fruition. 

On almost every hand we now find that the notion of a 
complete divorce between church and state, is not only 

proper, hut necessary. Many politicians have ventured an 

approval. Judges recognise and admit that -ocial evils 
would result from a union of the ecclesiastical institutions 
and the governmental machinery of the republic. Msgasine 

writers now fearlessly express themselves upon the subject, 

ami these indicate a growing sentiment among die thinking 
and reasoning stratum "f society, that the church is alto 
aether out of place in government, ami the government 
should keep it-df aloof from church influences, unrestrained 
and mil rninmclcd by these reactionary forces. 

During the past week it became neccs-arv for the Editor, 
in a professional Capacity, tO lead over the proof sheets in 

pagB form, of Volume 180 of the Kentucky Reports. These 
report- are made up of decisions of the Judges of the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals, upon litigated oases brought 
from the trial court- upon issues of alleged legal ermr-. 

These judicial opinions, once formally pronounced, become 
the law of the Commonwealth, establishing judicial preoe- 
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deal for the guidance of future litigation along similar 
lines. Among tli«' oaaea reported in this v I time is one 
brought from Knox County, Kentucky, wherein an issue 
was raised by the refusal of the County School Superin- 
tendent to pay the salaries of the teacher- and janitors <>f 
the (ira«leil School at Barbourville because of an alleged 
pajrtieipancy of a Methodist College. Two lads, attending 
Union College, the institution in controversy, bad been 
employed aa janitor- al the public school for .1 compensa- 
tion, each, of (8.00 per month, as a means id' enabling them 
to earn their way through school. We offer thia statement 
of the case as an explanation of the Court's opinion. Judge 
Henry S. Barker wrote the opinion, wherein he said: 

"It is not denied that the service- of a janitor were 
needed, or charged that the young men did not faithfully 
earn the pittance paid them: Inn the fact thai they were 
students at Union College at the time of the employment 
seems to have presaged nil the 9VtU of « union of Chinch 

md sinir." 

With the local issues in the case we have not the slightest 
concern. The real point of inter -t to the Blade and its 
renders is to he found in the fact that i School Superinten- 
dent, in a remote untain county of Kentucky, ha- had 

the courage t<> raise such an iaaue in the Courts and has 

practically secured a judicial declaration from the highest 
legal authority in the Commonwealth, that there exist 
"evils" in connection with a "union of Church and State," 
ami is, therefore, to he rigorously avoided. But when this 
eminent judge made use of the expression "all the evils", 

I •fines, by implication, that these evils are manifold and 

real. Were they not so, why w uld it he necessary, in a 
judicial opinion, to discuss them 1 The expression used 
is a practical declaration id' the Kentucky Court of Appeals 

that evils would attend such a union, and as it is the duty 
of -itch tribunals to repress social evils, we may infer that 
a union of Church and State would not he tolerated in 
Kentucky, unless the Court of Appeals, a- a Court of last 
resort, should overrule it-elf. 

In addition to this, we find from a perusal of the Sep- 
tember issue of Success Magazine, a somewhat similar 
reference to the subject. One page i- devoted t<> "Women 
Everywhere," which consists of abort notice- concerning 
women in all parts of the w rid. socially and politically. 
An item dealing with the hill recently passed hv the English 

Parliament legalising the marriage of a widower with his 
deceased wife'- sister, i- among several others, and the 
author, after making reference to the opposition of the 
established clergy toward the hill, adds: 

"Tbfl least we can do i- to hope that a marriage -o con 
traded will he happier and leas troublesome than the union 
„( Church mill Suite ka» proved in England," 

There can he no mistaking these sent! uta, They are 

the out) te of years of constant agitation upon the part of 



American Freethinkers. But a few years ago, a Judge 
who dare to give BUch a judicial opinion, and a magazine 
editor who would allow such a sentiment to he published, 
would have felt the full force of Christian bigotry and 
hate, subjected to Imsiness boycott and political ostracism. 
.Now things have changed. The intelligence of the nation 
i- coming to our way of thinking. This ,,ld world is -till 
moving. 



That Jesus could possibly err iii judgment, or belief, 

Would not he admitted hv the sincere heliewr. hut Rev. 

a Deligren, pa-tor of the First Swedish Unitarian Church, 
Chicago, III., declares that the man-god of the Christian 
faith was wrong in his belief concerning <levils. ami had 
.-imply accommodated himself t" current superstitions. 
The whole system of religion is a mere matter of accommo- 
dation. It follows the popular will as soon as it finds 

it Is losing power to compel its own. 

* * * * 

When the mountain refused to arise and hump itself, 
Mahomet did the camel act ami went unto the mountain. 
Because the people of Lima. Ohio, will not go to hear the 
par-on- in church on Sunday, the parsons have agreed t«> 
take to street preaching and will go to the people. The 
average parson will run hard enough if there is only a 
collection in sight 

* * * * 

Dr. Washington Gladden, of the Congregational Church. 
Columbus, Ohio, declares "it would he mocking god if I 
t rusted him to do what i could do myself." If god will 
not respond to prayer and do just whatever i- wanted of 
him. he must he a tort of a cheap affair, and of small use 
to man. No man wants a god unless he can use him. 

* * * * 

Acc rding to -tatistics furnished by Rev. Walter Laid- 
law, of the Federation of churches. New York, the number 
of churches to the estimated population <>f Greater Xew 

York, has diminished in ratio during the past five years. 
This i- an excellent sign and may a greater decrease be 

shown during the next five years to come. 

* * * * 

The I Hade i- receiving an unusually large number of 
applications tot -ample copies, which at this season of the 
vear, would suggest that it is rapidly becoming more 
widely known. Apropos of sample copies we will -end 
the Blade free for one mouth t • any ■ t your friends, pro- 
vided vou furnish na with name and address for that 
purpose. Think out a list and mail to us. 

* # * * 

In our next issue we propose to give our readers a stim- 
ulant on organisation hy a publication of some of the let- 
ters received on that subject. 

* » * * 

We are -till a long way from doubling our circulation 
which we ho|>c to do hv the present year. Gel busy. 
» * * * 
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God, Man and 

Speech Delivered by Dr. F. Iska at the 
Meeting of the Free Congregation in 
Czecks-English School, Chicago, 
111.— Spoken in Czeck. 



(Translated by c. J. Wasta.i 
Tlie great poet and philosopher, Goethe, 
wi-in-s in his autobiography of borrori of 
the tarthqufikt in Lisbon in L755. Be mu 
only seven years old. In school lie lnul 
been taught aboul the god who rule* the 
world Mini wit limit whose will nothing hap- 
pen B, He learned about the attributes of 

Qod, his omnipotence, which is such that 
he only thinks and it kappena; his good - 
ness that knows no limit: his great wisdom 
that cannot he mistaken, neither can it be 

deceived; his righteousneaa thai reward the 

good and puniahee the had. At that time 
when his childish imagination was wholly 
occupied with that power and pood IKS* 
people spoke in his presence of the horrors 

of the earthquake in which 60^000 human 
beings perished in a minute. 

"God, creator and ruler of Jicavcns ;md 

earth, which the Brat dogma described to 

me as to a/iaa and kind, had not proved to 
be a good father, when he gave honest ami 
dishonest to like destruction. My child- 
mind eon Id not comprehend and settle 
that,'' says Oostbe. 

More than one hundred and lifly years 
have passed, ami frequently there has been 
the same or similar destruction of lives: 

* a* 

holiest ami dishorn it 

Now again just at Christmas tune, when 
the churches and homes of the most re- 
ligious inhabitants of Southern Italy ami 
Sicily hummed with rejoicing Atrial the 
Lord was horn: he glad, rejoice. At night 

in the Sunday after Christmas, which a 
'arge majority of the inhabitant! spent in 
grayer, that country over which God wise- 
ly rules shakes so that houses fall and 

bury in their ruins hundreds of tl Muds 

of honest and dishonest, anion'.' them inno- 
cent children, who just at the hour before 

they went to hed. in their gratitude spe- 
cially prayed to .lesns and recommend 
themselves to the prolceli f Cod 's 

ingels. 

Tin- ruler of heaven and earth is om- 

•licient. religion teaebea, He then knew 
what will happen. Ha is omnipotent. His 

'v\\\ alone, or a ringla action, would have 
been snllicieiit to avert all these horrors 
Which he knew of ahead: hut he remained 
'motive. And when tin disaster already 

laenrred In- was not moved by the lament a - 
Jon. wailing, and gnu n* of Ihe injured. 
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dying in a horrible torture, lie certainly 

moot have beard eries for help of those 

pious and honest victims. He hears them, 
but what does he do ,' Nothing I 

He allows the sea to raise, and with its 
waves Hood the mined cities ami colony; 
ruins everything what yet alive remained; 
where the waves could not reach, there he 
gives free field to fire, in which Haines arc 

the dying fucker, mother, son. daughter 

and babe fa a horrible torture. Idly he 
looks at it; ruler of heavens and earth, yet. 
he is in t ho way of man who hurries to 
help. With his will — without god's a hair 
will not come off man's head. All connec- 
tions are broken with the unfortunate col. 

ony — railroad tracks torn up und waves of 

ocean oppose access to harbors. Only for 
those hymns in a human form he makes 
it someway possible ~" tbej could be Brat 
on a spot and in their greediness for gold 
could cut Bngeri and ears off the dead and 
yet even of the living. With his will they 
give the finiahiug blow ami plunder. C'And 
God knew thai it was good." Qonesil 
1 :KU 

Man ha- heart. He lubdUM instinct of 
sell -consciousness and with a spirit of a 
hero, multitudes hurry to help. They do 
m.t mind that every second new concus- 
sions si earth may follow and prepare 

them a grave after a horrible death. Evan 

a world's ruler, of course one whose blood 

i- not yet poisoned of ,-i heroic liberator 

of a nation from pod's deputy, he hurries 
witli his Slavonic wife so he could slop ami 
lessen horrors that arc done with bis will 
— ruler of heaven. 

Work of rescue is in full force, everyone 

without difference of nationality ami re- 
ligion Russian, Frenchman, Englishman, 

schismatic, heretic. Catholic, unbeliever, 
man and woman - everyone strains to a 
superhuman strength and only god pro- 
ceeds in his awful deed: he wants to and 
allows new concussions, to which victims 
are falling, even part of thoflC heroes, and 
he sends a new cross. Who he loves he 
visits him with a cross he sends hunger, 
insanity, sickness and perhaps already DCC 
li'encc, that will certainly come if church 
fanaticism will win. thai opposes the burn- 
ing dead bodies, w hich are sown in a whole 
vicinity. 

People under Koine's fanaticism in their 
spiritual dulneaa, stand in opposition fo (In- 
most necessary protective means and looks 

for protection to St. Apathy, patroness of 
earthquake, and upsets help from holy 

banners and (he most holj hosts they 



carry in procession. They are looking for 
miracles to happen, that this O] that priest 
or nun came out unharmed and that a cer- 
tain chalice with hosts did not burn. Thai 
thousands of innocent children perished 
and also hundreds of elergy, and that num- 
bers of churches fumbled, and hundreds of 
holy statues are ruined, that thousands of 
holy hosts, life sons of god, fit lief burned 
or floated as food io sea. monsters (hat will 
he forgotten. They will look tor miracles. 

ami they will And them ami belief among 

| pie uneducated will yet hi' strengthened 

and I here are many of them in Italy and 
Sicily, and as soon as Ihe survivors will 
conic to themselves a little their Brat 
solicitude will be to order and pay for holy 
mass s in liberate unfortunate victims of 
earthquake from purgatory. Holy father 

already ordl red mourning masses to be 
read lor that purpose, in Ihe meantime per- 
haps without pay: hut soon paid order.; 

will gather in: ami everything at last will 

come out well for church and god , who, 
what he doeth, he doeth well. 

The uneducated among the religions will 
even not think, but will pray further on; 
the half educated among church member* 
will be Mtiafied with that god's ways are 
unknown, and educated people, as far as 
they wish to believe, will say that earth- 
quake is a phenomenon of nature; with 

which god has nothing to do and immedi- 
ately they will praise "almighty" om- 
nipotent god, wise ruler of heaven and 
earth. This is the logic of those who wish 
to believe. In pro|»ortion there will be 
only few of those, who, like sov 'en-year-old 

Goethe, will seknowledge impossibility of 
■uch awful honors by god 'a omnipoteney 

and as they canmd doubt the fact of this 
horrible catastrophe they will begin to 
doubt about the omnipotent ruler of 
heavens ;in,| earth. 

I know ahead that my langUOgS will bo 

condemn d bi blasphemy, but I also know 
if there be a god he will certainly give DM 

US heaven for this, that | deny that he is 
omnipotent and could prevent I hose horrors 
if he wonted to. Not the one who says. 
•'There is no pod" is blaspheming, but the 

one who preaehea and believes that every- 
thing is Ihe work and will id' god. including 
these awful horrors at the description of 
which the blood runs cold. that one is 

blaspheming, lie is blaapheming man to 

whom he gives such a god as an example. 

Far more human and god like is man as 
il was proved in this horrible event. Hero- 
ism of those, who on the ground of horror 
risk their lives, the humanity of those, who 
are trying with their 'jilts to lessen the 
effects of the disaster tears of the poor, 
who has nothing himself to give but 
Sympathy; those are cheerful revelations, 
that offer a contrast from the Id |y luster 

of a supposed goda' d I. 

In love and charity man excels your god, 
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ami science has projected high above him. 

Science greatly assisted in help. It U to the 
eredil ni' science thai help and necessaries 
were delivered sn rapidly to the plan- of 
borrore, Cateehian « 1 i « 1 nol jive receipt 
for locomotives and ataaniboata; ueither 
bible revealed to us irireloai telegraphy, 
with which liist help was called, and with 
which boata were celled together circling 
mi a high tea. Doctor! armed with knowl- 
edge savi'il thonaandi of unfortunate! of 
tin' earthquake who would have died in 
awful raftering, Hew fortunate for then, 
that icienee is nol like god, who reiuaina 
constantly the same, Jehovah*! madness 
ami revenge made the prophel Jeremiah 

weep, and reproachfully call: "I k '-iocI 

ami iee t<i whom you ever done sof Neither 
women Ml their product, bliaaful babeaf 
Look, "ii the ground, in itreeti lay young 
ami old, virgini ami bachelor! wine-fell, 
vim killed, vim murdered them in the day 
of your raahneai without merey." Weep- 
ing nf Jeremiah, 2:21-25. Ood « 1 i • 1 nol 
change, Imi fortunately icienee advanced. 

Bcience had proved bicaaod in ita activity, 
enabled help ami laid boundary in tin* 
raging deatruction. Science also gives ns 
the only conaolatton in view of auch phe- 
nomenon of nature. Who believes thai 
nature is ruled by the arbitrary power i>f 
an omnipotent ruler In' muat, at tin- right 
nf his terrible act, shudder with eonatanl 
fear ami bonndleaa anxiety for what that 
rule in bia deapotiam will carry out to- 
morrow. Who atudiea aeience, knowa that 
tlif aniverae is not a dread monater with 
which aoma being could play at pleasure. 
II" knowa thai the universe is ruled by 
cansc ami effect, ami that all phenomenon 
uf nature are acted upon by neeeeaary 
causes. These eauaea, as tar is they go for 
injurious phenonenon of nature, science is 
trying to remove. It has already discovered 
eauaea of earthquakes ami then ii will be 
possible to move entirely these eauaea at 
their strength ami extent, it will certainly 

he possible tu ascertain time ami pis f 

earthquake beforehand; whereby its hor- 
rors will he removed. 

Science has already made considerable 
steps iii this direction, Seismology, as the 
science about earthquakes is called, has a 
line of shrewd workers, who an 1 armed 
with delicate instruments with which they 
record all concussions of earth. Let ns 
Imp!' that as it has been with most phe- 
nomenon of nature that it will also be the 
same in view of earthquakes, that after 
their Brat beginnings their explanations 
will rapidly follow by discovering their 
eauaea ami means with which these causes 
will in' acted upon. 

Tin' horrom of the last earthquake in Italy 
ami Sicily will inflame searching minda, 

ami in that we can behold tin ly t so 

lation nf that horrible phenomenon of 
nature, 



The struggle with the injurious phenome- 
non! nf nature, that threaten OUT lives, 

have awakened a Horn in the human breaat) 
who gathers his strengths; man sharpens 

his sense ami his will is of steel. Fur scicu- 
tifls research the prnt'essiinial man will 
exert their sharp senses ami will persist 
until science will get even this hnrrihle phe- 
nomenon under its Control, We hope that, 
ami tu that is aimeil OUZ wish in the inter- 
est of these, who will some after us. In 
this light we see true mart y is in those un- 
fortunate victims whose ilealh will bring 

profit to future generations. To the mem- 
ory of tlie 'I ail are give the h 1 ami to 

the living bdongS our help. 

Chicago, III. 



THE WEIGHT OF EVIDENCE. 



Truth Alone Can be Dogmatic— Not Justi- 
fied by Mere Personal Beliefs. 

(My Julia C. Coon.) 
Writers of the Freethottght pros not un- 

eom ly speak oi Materialists as being 

dogmatic in their assertions that there is 

no -ml ami no future life. The expression 
awakens some interesting i|ii"siions as to 
just what .luminal ism signifies. Was il a 
preacher or an agnostic who saiil that ut 

least no one could ha justified in nee taring 

there are no noils until he has searched 
every nook ami corner of the universe to 
make sure.' What a precarious stale such 

an individual's mind must he in! Ha 

must still suspect the existence of the greet 

monsters ancient geographers used to pie- 
tare in the unexplored countries on their 
maps for il is not likely he has been to 
all these places to disprove their BXietCUC 

He accepts Alice in W lerland, ami all 

the rest of tin- wonder tales inflicted on 

helpless children for how is one to he 
sure.' lie cannot say as to /ens, ami til! 
rest of the long line of C reek gods — it 
would sound dogmatic to express an opin- 
ion. It would he necessary lor him to sit 
up mi the house roof all night before he 

knew what he thought ahoill St. Nichehl- 
iiixl even then he wouldn't want t alkS 

any strong, "dogmatic" assertion. 

To come clearly to the point, is a person 
dogmatic when he savs there is a god. and 

not dogmatic, when he says I here is lie' .' 
Il would seem that the assertion that there 

is a god requires reliable proof which has 

never ye! been furnished. The alleged 

proof that has been produced has been 

found to he spurious. And until reliable 
proof is furnished, or until some god makes 
a revelation to each individual, and ex- 
presses a desire to he believed ill. Wor- 
shiped, flattered, and sd vised, is such in- 
dividual not justified in Ignoring any such 

creation. It appeals dogmatic t" assert 

there is a god, without proof to back the 
statement and the height of dogmatism, 



outside of tlie Presbyterian Confession of 
Faith, may be found in the ascribed teach- 
ings of the meek and lowly .Icsus, where 
he stoutly asserts: "lie that believeth 
shall be saved, and he that believeth nol 
shall be damned." 

And in regard to future life, the same 
argument is true. We have never yet had 
reliable evidence that conscious lite exists 
after death. None have returned or spoken 
from the grave, From tiie countless les- 
sons of nature, we liud no promise, no 
hope, no chance to enter another arena, 
ami again try our part. All point alike to 
ceaseless rest, reatliliat ion with earthy mat- 
ter, and the oblivion from which we camp. 
To build groundless hope is the part of a 
child. 

Truly, there is in. end of alleged proof, 

and it is of the same order as the "god" 
proof. Many saviors— far too many— are 
said to have been resurrected. Spurious 
proof invariably weakens the side for 
which il is produced, and strengthens the 
other side. Truth never has need to resort 
lo spurious proof. 

Those who would fain find comfort in 
the thought of a future picture to them- 
selves an existence without the many ills 

that we seem heir in in this life. A de- 
generating, or entering into a life where 
people were even mure ignorant aud fool- 
ish, and SonscqsIeWly more miserable would 
not appeal, for it would lack the power of 

• tolation. And vet. of the innumerable 

meoisgCS claimed lo have been received 
from the •'spirit world" is there oue an 
intelligent adult of our material world 
would want to own.' Those given to the 
press have invariably been of a trivial, 

childish, unreliable, ami contradictory 

nature. Surely by Paine, and Lincoln, and 
[ngersoll are exonerated by all people in 
the least familiar with their writings from 
having ever said the things ambitious 
mediums attribute to them. Here indeed 
is a prospect tending t" lend horror aud 

terror to tin- contemplation of death — the 
possibility that mediums will put their 
prattle in our mouths. 
Bwtow, Fla. 



CANCER! 
AFFLICTED — LISTEN ! 

I ( l BE all external Cancers. Tumors. 
\\ us. Carbuncles, Fistulas, Felons, Fte. 

Remove Birthmarke, and other unsightly 
growths that disfigure human beings. Can- 
cers a Specialty. I use liquid remedies. I 
do not use knife or plasters. Cure is abso- 
lute, unless beyond the DOWCC of man. If 
you have a suspicious growth, don't wait 
until one fool is in the grave, and the 

other earing in. Plaaaa don't cry "Fakir, 

Fraud. Craft," etc.. until you invest igale. 
Write for five booklet. 

DR. H. H. DOW, 
858 N. Raymond Ave. .Pasadena. Calif. 
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NaumarTs Orchestra 

K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO 8. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Desired. 

Over 500 pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on band. 
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A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 
This work is acknowledged to be one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century — A Freethinker's view of the old 
world and what he saw there. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



NEWS FROM THE WEST. 

ir YOU WANT 

to learn about the Western Slope of Colo- 
rado, good free Government land, favorab.e 
relinquishments, subscribe to 

Norwood Record 

A. J. McNASSER, Publisher. 
Subscription Rates: 

One Year $1.50 

Six Months .50 

Three Months .40 

Published Every Thursday. 

*~ BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It In a personal 
i department In the W H KKI. 
IOK J.I I I that grown on you 
■You And yourself waiting 
Iwlth Interest for what "Bill" 
[has to lay next. 

"AN AM&RICrtN 

MrtDONISfVlsaser. 

lal running In the WHKKI, 
"BILL" OFLIFK. It U written uy 
Mary Ives Todd, the ablest writer of Liberal 
Action ilnceUrant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially uiodern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

THE, WfiB&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKIOINH, the origin of Marriage, of Ktbles, 
of Kellglon, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheal of Life, treatlngall subjects 
In such a clear, pluln and M>lcy way that the 
dust Is shaken ontand they become as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the casual 
reader. Bend lOceutsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF ft 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of ' A LITTLE BBOTH KK OK TH I 
HU H." sent without extra charge with a 
» months' trial Huhxcrlptloii to the WHEEL 
OK LIU . Address 

LIFE PUB. CO., Desk A, St. Louis, Mo. 




Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 

Write for a sample copy, which will be sent free. 



THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Light Bearer 



Tfac Pioneer Journal in Modern Times 
of mi "Ill Rod almost forgotten science, 
the most UnpottaOl of all sciences, a 
science successfully ami openly taught ami 
practiced by the ancient (i reeks and Egyp- 
tian*, hut ignored, defeated, scorned by all 
modem nations, viz :tlie Science of K i lit - 

Boraing, tin- Science of Good Generation. 

The Century Dictionary thus define* 
Eugenie* : ••The doetrine „\' Program ) <>i 

Evolution, especially iii the human race, 
through Improved < dilinns in the rela- 
tions of th« sexes." 

Its central thought is freedom of Moth- 
erhood, the Self-Ownership of Woman ill 
the Realm of Sex and Reproduction — in- 
telligent and responsible (Parenthood. 

This much neg l ec t ed, this tabooed, die- 

graced, anil almost unknown science was 
named "logsnici by Francis (ialton, a 

cousin of, and so»worker with, the yrenl 



Charles llarwin, ami mux, both in England 

ami in Continental Europe, is beginning 

to receive 1 1 1 < ■ attention its Importance 
ilelnands. 

The American Journal of Eugenics is 
now in its 90th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able ami well- 
known contributors, women ami men of 

national ami Internationa] reputation; it is 

now published hi- moiit lily standard mag- 
azine size al Los An gel ec, Calif.) price, 

>l a year postpaid; single copy. Ific. 

Trial subscribers will receiv e three back 

numbers, less than a yeer old, sjsa a eopy 
of the booklet, "Institutional kf crrisge, ' 1 
a lecture by the editor all for 28c in 

-lamps or coin. Kor sale by nc w>dca!crs, 
or sent post p ai d by the editor and pub 
Usher, Moses llarmaii, with lists and 
prices of standard Engbsh and American 

Eugenic publications. Address 1319 Kcl 
Uun A\e, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Be sun and Subscrln* 'or 



The Woman and 



Secular Thought " The p roS pector" 

Fnrtninhtlv Journal of Rational Om ' 



Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crlt 
clam In Politics, Science and Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - - J. Spencer Kill*. 
Publlahed at 185*4 Queen St. Weat. To- 
ronto, Canada. Ternia, Jl per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West. Toronto, C*n 
All Business communications, orders for 
*)ooks, printing, etc., should be addressed — 
C. M. ELLla, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

Toronto, Can. 



THE WORLD'S BEST WATCHES. 



The World's 



Best Watches 



.Men's Regular (18) size; Hampden, 
••Special By.," 88 Jewels, H»i "New 
Ky.," 83 Jewels, *2U; "Duebar Wat.h 
Co.," 21 Jewels, 115; "Duabar Grand, " 1" 

Jewels, tSj US Jewels, *(>; 7 Jewels, *4.">0. 

Elgin or Waltli.mi: '• Veritas" or "Van- 
guard," 88 Jewels, .*2!t; "Father Time." 
or "Crescent Sir.," 21 Jewels. $OM\ " B. 
W. Raymond," l!l Jewels, $20; Same or 
"A. T. Premier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
"Wheeler," Off "P. S. Hartletl," 17 
Jewels, nickle, $!); Same, gilt, $7; 15 
Jewels, |6; 7 Jewels, *."> ; all in Silverine, 
serew ease. In 20-year (iuld ease $3, or in 
25-year ease +5 mtuv. Kvery Wateh tffsth 

from factory, prepaid with yuaranUa. 

Send for priatl of Watehes Dot eiiuiuur- 
uled here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains. Fohs, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Optical (ioods, Freel bought 

Badgw, [nftnoll spoons; Ring Gratujt and 

rjr grout lillle traet: ••Theism In the 
Crucible," live. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
La Orange, Cook County. IU. 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet Is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we flgure 
at 10 centa; so ir you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cent*. a. M. PARKER. 

WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FAN8. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 

Brooklyn. Ohio. 



The Work and ^tys of Literary Folk 

VAHABONDIA 

Sold b;. Subscription 81 per year 

VAGArtONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magazine devotee! to people who write 
and draw things, — Authors, Playwrights 
and Illustrators. 

BACH ISSUE contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary mtfl 
and women — Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
— stories of their hobbies and recreations 
— thrilling accounts of literary successes. 
— unconventional photographs of authors 
nnd their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life— Criticisms, Short Stories 
and Literary News, — Contributions by well 
known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 

in cludin g the novel, playwrighting, it, 

EVERYONE engaged in literary work 
or curious about literary people will tind 

Vafaboadia Intonating and instructive. 

It is invaluable to the literarv worker. 

VAGABOND!* is In ■ class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", bo to speak, of the writer cluss. 

Book Reviews, Magazine News. Publish- 
ers' Notes ami Announcements. 

VAOABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
1111 Security Trust Big. Chicago, III. 

THF PROCESSION oi PLANPTS 

IS lilt GREAT NtW BOOK. IK T0U *" 1 u 
wonJo- why (he Eiriti moves, write lo the minor lor i 

te/Kft k WiSTS^^iM'f **** 



JUST OUT I 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these songs for the 
banafil of Ereethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not w'sh to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER. 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 

The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contr&dlc 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Justt be thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr " their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready So© 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 10 
for $1.00. 

Addresa: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco, Cal 

Give E'm Fits. 



That's what "i'HS 
SCARLET SHADOW," 
Wulter Hurt's (treat rad- 
ical novel, doja to the 
(oicea of bigotry and au- 
pajratltlnn. And the sec- 
ulnr press of the country 
goaded by the enure* 
element, is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
'. ovel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox erltlca —which 
la sufficient proof that It 
la all right It haa cre- 
ated a tensatlon In con- 
servative clrctea and 
auaed consternation 
among the clergy. 

It la enthualastlcall; 
endor ed by leadlni 
Kroelthlnkers through 
out the world You a' 

know how Hurt can writs and In this bool 
he la at His best It la an elegant volume 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
V12 pagea. printed on nea.y egg-shell papc 
i! d bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price II 50, poatpald 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington. Ky. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Krult and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the busiuess In Georgia, Ala- 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modern times on theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Sm ascribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

■ 

CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 

.ie First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



PARKER H. SERCOMBE. Editor To-Morrow Marfazin 



"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora eats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
\ybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, »1.00 jp!5.00 the hundred 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St.. Chicag. Ill, 



